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Of the Incalefcence of Quickfilver with Gold , generoufly imparted 
by B. R, 

the Introduction of the Eublifher, 

T Hough the following difcourfe was by the Author of it made 
part of a Abort Examen of the fuppofed Sympathy between 
G^and Quickfilver, (which it felf belongs to another Treatife O 
yet the wonhinefs of the fubjeft, and the great curiofky that is 
obferved among many Virtuofi, (not only Chymifls, but others,) 
about Mercurial Preparations and Experiment , made me think I 

X x x might 
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might do them an acceptable piece of fervice , if I could prevail 
with the Author to fever them from the papers > whereto he had 
annex'd them, (bur to which they feemed not abfolutefy neceffary) 
though upon the conditions he. judg'd requifite to infift on* 

And fince I venture to impart before the time thefe things unto 
the Curious, I hope and defire , they will be foequitable as to in- 
demnify me to the Author , and not fruitlefsly endeavour to put a 
perfon, that has already given fo many proofs of his propenfuy to 
gratifie Ingenious men, upon making unfeafonableanfwers to any 
Verbal or Epiftolary Queftions about things wherein fome confe- 
derations, that he thinks are not to be difpenfed with by him, do as 
yet injoynhimfiience. 

Now, to gratifie the Curious amongft Strangers, as well as thofe 
of our own Nation , thePublflber was not unwilling to give this 
difcourfein Latin, as the Author hath been pleafed to impart it in 
Englifh. 

Follows the Difcourfe it felf. 







Of Mercury growing hot with 
Go'd ; Communicated by B.R* 
lit that what I have 
___ hitherto Paid, may 
not be drawn to the difparage- 
mentordifcouragement of thofe 
Spagyrifts rhat poffefs or afpire 
to the nobler Arcana of Gold 
and Mercury J muft mind you to 
take notice, that what 1 have 
objected againfi: the fuppofed 
Sympathy of Gold and Quick- 
fi'ver,is fpoken only of common 
Mercury, that being It whofe 
Sympathy with Gold is wont to 
be celebrated. And though per- 
haps, a g )od parr of the things I 
havealledg'd will be found ap* 
p'icable even to true running 
Mercuries; yet I would not be 
though: to deny, that there may 

be 
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De Mercurio cum Auro incalef- 
cente , Diatriba B. R. 

Brum enimvero.ne 
quahaCienm dtf- 
ferui eo torqueamur , acji/audes 
animofque viris HUs Spagyricis 
dtmere velimus , qui Nobiliora 
Mri & ArgentiVivi arcana poffi- 
dent ambiuntve^ mwendut es mi- 
hi ut advert as , me quod contra 
fuppojitam Auri & Mercurii Jym- 
pathiam object, de Vulgari dun* 
tax at Mercurio dictum velle , 
cum tile jit , cvjuicum Aurofym- 
fathia cekbrart fueverit. Et 
quamvis forte magna a me dido- 
rum pars> confulta experientia , 
ad nativum etiam Mercurium 
current em extendi pfjit ; non 
tamen cenjere LeCiorem velim* 
negare me^dari Argentum vivum 
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be aQuickfilver more fubtle and 

penetrant than that which is 
common, and that thofe Chy- 
mifts, that ground the fympathy 
of Gold and Mercury upon the 
Operations of a more Philofo- 
phical Mercury , may Iikewife 
argue for it more fpecioufly 
than Vulgar Mercury will ena- 
ble them to do* And to let you 
fee on this occafion that I am not 
unkind to the Chymifts, I will 
annex part of a Paper, written 
to a Friend to give him my Opi- 
nion about Mercuries Incale- 
fce'nce with Gold. 
2. •— And now I (hall abruptly 
begin this Seftion with the con- 
fid era tion of a Problcme much 
agitated among the Curious , e- 
(pedal! y thofe that pretend, 
whether truly or vainly, to have 
more than ordinary infight into 
Chymiftry : Among whom I find 
it hotly difpated, whether or no 
there be any fuch thing as a Men 
cury that will heat with Gold, 
that is, 'which by being barely 
mingled with thac mettal redu- 
ced to fine parts will, without 
the help of external heat , pro- 
duce upon the commixture of 
thofe two Bodies very fenfible 
> jca c« 

3. The Affirmative of r his Que- 
ftion is positively afferred by 
feme Writers and others , that 
pretend to theTranfmutation of 
Meta's : For among thefe I have 

met 
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poffe Vulgari fubtllim & pene- 
trant! w , ijlofque Chjmicos. qui 
4hH & Mercurii Sympathtam 
nitivolunt Mercurii magis phi- 
lofophici operationibm , conten- 
dere etiam fro ea mtdto (peciofiuA 
poffe, quirnJiS?u]gimctuniaxat 
^JvUrcariut adbibeatur. Atcfue 
ut hac occajione tejlatum fzcum, 
me vtros Chymfg addict cs net** 
tiqunm averjari ; fubjungam hie 
fcripti met partem , ad Ami cum 
quendamidcirco exzrati,ut meam 
ipfi de Mercurii cum Auro *nca* 
lefcentia opinionem deprome- 
rem. 

m " ~Nunc verb abrupt e Se~ 

ctionem ham crdiar Problematic 
cujufdam difcufjione , quod din 
multumqm inter Curiojos fuit a- 
git at urn, eos inprimu , qui , five 
vere five fatso, obtendunt , fe in* 
timiores , quam vulgo conceffum 
eft 3 Chymu receffm adiiffe : In- 
ter quos id calide difecptari rtpe- 
rio, U.rum ejufmcdi detur Mer- 
curius, qui incalefcat cum Auro, 
id eft, qui, dum nude Met alio ifti, 
ad minutdA admodkm partes red' 
acfo, commijeetur , citra externi 
caloris adminiculum % faffafolum* 
modo Quorum illorum corporum 

cramatefenfibilem valde calorem 
pariat 9 

Hujus ^uaftionu Affirmati- 
vam mordtcks tenent nonnulli Au- 
thor es * aliique qui Metahrum 
Tranfinutationem Jibi vendicant ; 
Inter hos quippe, nonnuilos vider 
X x x 2 mhi 
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met with fonic that afcribe this 
vertue of lncalefcence withGold 
to the Mercuries extrafted, as 
thty fuppofe , from fome com- 
pleat Metals, which are there- 
fore in their Phrafe ftyl'd M?r- 
curii Corporum>ot the Mercuries 
of the Metalline Bodies. 

4* But theNegative pare of the 
Queftion is more generally main- 
tained, being not only embraced 
by far the greateft number of 
Philofophersand Phyficians, buc 
aflented to by many of the more 
Learned Spagyrifts themfelves, 
efpecially the Modern 5 divers 
of whom have reckon d this 
fore of Mercuries among the 
Chimera's and Non*Enti* of 
bragging Chy mi fts. And I have 
the lefs wondered to find many 
Learned men fo averfe from be- 
lieving this lncalefcence of Mer- 
cury and Gold, becaufe, having 
purpofely enquired of feveral 
prying Alchymifts, that have 
fpent much labour , and many 
Trials, to find out things of this 
kind, and have of late years tra- 
vel led into many parts of Europe 
to pry into the Secrets of other 
Seekers of Metalline Tranfmu- 
rations, they have apart ingenu- 
oufly confefied tome, that they 
never a#ually faw any Incalef- 
cent Mercury >though they fome- 
times heard it boafted of by 
Alchymifts5 whofe bold pre- 
isnfions -had the lefs weight 

with 
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mihi limit, pi banc hcalefiendi 

cum Auro virtutem Mercuriu 

adfcribunt,ex perfects quibufdam 

corporibut, utautumant, elicitis^ 

quos idcirco Mercurios Corpo- 

rum , five Mercurios corporum 

^MetaUicorum^ nuncupare fi- 
le?* t. 

At Negativam tuentur rnulto 
plures^ iiqm non modo Philofophi 
& Medici , fed & ex ipjis Spa- 
gyricti doCtrina,clariores,inprimis 
ex neotericu &modernti, quorum 
nonpauci banc Mercuriorum/k« 
miliam cbimaris dr Non*entibus 
grandikquentium Chymifiarum 
accenfent. jitque eh minus mi- 
rabar, complures viros do Bos ad~ 
euejfeab hoc Mercuri cum Auro 
Incalefcentiae affenfu die no s , 
quia, ccnfulto quafiti * me plures 
ex Alchymijlis fagacicribus , qui 
mult urn imp ende rant cper*, pin- 
rimaque Experiment apereger ant 
ad hujmgeneris arcana depromen* 
da, quique per aliquot amos no- 
viffimos v arias Europae partes 
permearant^ut aliorum.quitranf- 
mutationes Metallic^ vejtigant, 
fecreta rimarentur , OIL inauam, 
\tnguli feorjim a me rogatt inge- 
nue apud me fajji font , fe r ever a 
nunquam incalefcentem ullunv 
Mercu r i u m vidijfe, licet id quan- 
doque yaffiatum ab Alcbymiftk 
audivijjent ; quorum ja&abundi 
obtentm eb minus apud me in hoc 
negotio valebant , quod * longo 
jam tempore not aver am, quant am 

Frau? 
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with me in this matter,becaufe f 
had long taken notice, how great 
a confidence/raud.or ignorance 
(for I would nor think all thofe 

Cheats that are miflake®, ) can 
o>e tofome of (hat fort of men 
that I am fpeaktngof.Infomuch 
that one of them having imposed 
upon an honeft Chymift, well 
known and much employ ed^with 
a pretended incalefcentMercury^ 
they had the confidence to bring 
it me to convince me of the Ex- 
periment ; but upon dueTriaM 
found not any fenfible degree of 
that great heat that was promifed, 
pretended to be falved by I know 

S.Butnotwithftanding all this, 
having for the reafons I have 
long fince expreflted in other 
Papers (and for fotue other Con- 
siderations that I have not 
;udgM fit to mention; lookt 
upon Mercury as a Body which 
is not neceffanly Ho homogene- 
ous as 'tis fuppofed,the Opinion 
Imoft Hk'd of was * that of a 
poffibility of an Incalefcent 
Mercury. For notwithftanding 
the vulgarly fuppofed Similar 
nature of Quickfilver, which I 
willingly confefs robe great e* 
nough to be admirable, it was 
yet congruous to my Principles, 
that a Liquor^ which in weight, 
colour, total volatility >&c* was 
anfwerable to all the efTential 
Properties for which a body is 
called Mercury, might yet have 

an 
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Fraus vel Ignorantia ( mn emm 
omnesilkshaberi impoftores ve* 
Urn £0iha!!ucinantur,)i/i ncnnui- 
lis hujufmodi, de quibm leqmr/ui* 
rujiduci&m par ere poffint \ qus 
fane tanta erat, ut iliucimeorum 
unm^bon£ frugu Chymijtamjnul- 
tu notum multifquc cperamfuam 
kcantem, fvppojito Mercurio in- 
calefcente fefellerat , elftducm 
abriperentur , ut apud memet ft 
fifterent^ -de Experiment Mo me 
conviciuri.Atse ut par erat explc* 
rat a % nullum percept fenjibikm illi- 
m c&kru gr adii. quern prcmifer ant* 

Which mifcarriage was vainly 
not what unfatisfafiory excufes, 

I emm enimvero, hk cmnibm 
neqmcqmm obfianttbm , cum ex 
ratiombm dudum inMio fcripto* 
me expofittiy aliifque de caujis hk 
non memormdU , Argentum W* 
vum , corpm reputem , mod nm 
xeceffaril tarn fit homooeneum % ac 
pajftm b&vetur ; ills, mini opinio 
prs cAtcrk Allubnit . qua Mercu- 
rii incalefcenris poiTibilitatem 
adftruir. tittmm, non obftante 
vulgb fapppfta Me r cur it {utjic 
dicam) Similaritate, quarn adeh 
eximiam ejfe pun, ut par ere ad- 
mirattonem poffit y meu tamer* 
Principiiscfflf<wumerdti Liquo- 
rem quendam, qui ponder e^ colore \ 
Mali wUtilit&te, &e* omnes re* 
ferebat proprieties cffenuzles , 
qn&rum rejpeclu corpm aliqucd 
Mercurii nomine %emi , habere 
i&men pojie internam ejufmcdi 

Jartium 
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an interna! % confHtution of parts, 
that raight make it infome un* 
obferved things confiderably 
differing from common Mercury. 
And among thefe differing Qua- 
lities I did not know but one 
might well be, that of growing 
hot with Cold.' And thisGplni- 
on I judged the more reaf jnable; 
becaufe, having devifed two 
waiesfunpra&ifed that I know 
of by any Chymift) the***, to 
to difcover whether a clean and 
carefully diftilled Mercury 
might not be a compounded 
Body, and have in it parts that 
were no:;Mercuria!and tYitother % 
out of fucha fine diftill'd Mer- 
cury to feparate parts, and that 
in no defpicable number , that 
are plainly heterogeneous 5 I 
found upon trial, that both the 
Methods I had thought on would 
fucceed, which warranted me to 
think it poffibie, that a Mercury 
very fine and clean , and even 
purg'd by^Sublimations and Di- 
fli!lations,may by Art have been 
made to afTume and incorporate 
with it a multitude of heteroge- 
neous Corpufcles,not to be dif- 
cover*d,much lefs feparaced,(as 
thofe of Tin*,Lead 9 8icc.my be.) 
but by a skilful Artift. 

6. This in the genera! may fuf- 
fice to make me fufpend my 
Judgment about the Probleme 
formerly proposed, and f o en- 
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partium diathejin^ qu# in nonnuU 

lishacienus non ob few at is inftg- 

nem illi a *JMer curio vulgari dif- 

crepantiam conciliate queat : At* 

que has intet ghtalit at e $ differ en- 

tes nefciebam annon ea tecenfeti 

met it poffet, qui inc ale frit cum 

Jluro commtxtm. At que banc Opi- 

nionem rationi eu magis confenta- 

neam arbitrabar., quid, excogitate 

a me duplici methodo {hacienm a 

Chymicotum nullo, quod [cum l in 

ftaxin vetsd, ) una quidem , ut 

manifeflum tedder em, ejjetne pu- 

rm curat eque di (it Hat us Mercuri- 

us, corpus compofttum , parte fqutf 

contineret non-Mercuriales; af- 

tera vera, ex purificato cjufmfai 

& dijiillato Mercurio partes ftp*- 

randinonpaucas mznifefto hetero* 

geneas ; experiundo comptri , %- 

tramque UUm methodUm ti me 

invent am fuccejfu gamete 1 Id 

quod dutfor amentum mihi baud 

leve erat,44tfoJ]ibile exi(ljmztem y 

Mercurium valde defecatum , 

quin tiperfubtimaticnes & diftiU 

lathnes repurgatum y Arte pcjfe 

eo redigi , ut ajfumat fecumque 

cenflet beterogeneorum eerpufcu- 

lorum multitudinem , qux non- 

nifi dpetito jfrtisfilio detegijnul- 

iu minus fegregari queant {ut fieri 

aVStanneis, PIumbeis,efa« corpuj* 

cults pot eft. ) 

Hoc generatim fuffecerit , ut 
meum de Problemxte fupta prcpo- 
Jito judicium fufpendam } & ad ex- 
periment* fumenda properem , 

quibus 
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gage me to make trials , whether 
fume of rhefe heterogeneous par- 
ticles that J found reducible 
with Mercury into a lading 
Mercurial fiux/niah; not Co aker 
it as to cifpofe it to heat with 
Gold. Eut this was not fuffici- 
ent to determine me to an ajfent ; 
for to oblige nie to admit mca- 
iefcetu Mercuries, it ought not 
to fuffice, that 'tis poffibleor 
even probable, that t here may be 
fuch> but there was neceffary 
fome pofitive proof that there. 
*r*fuch ; and that a!fo through 
Godsblcfilng my Trials afford- 
ed me about the year 1652. 

7. Some years after I was in 
pofleffion of this Mercury , I 
found in fome of their Books, 
thatChy mills callPhilofophers, 
fame dark paffages , whence I 
thenghefPd their knowledge of 
it, or of fome other very like it ; 
and in one of them I found i 
though not all in the very fame 
place, an Allegorical defcri pri- 
on of it, the greateft part of 
which was not very difficult for 
me to underftand ; but not find- 
ing there any notice taken of the 
property of this Mercury to 
grow hot with Gold , I was in- 
duced to fufpe&that either they 
had not the knowledge of it, or 
judgd it unfit to be fpoken of. 
But you will, I fuppofe, expeft 
from me rather Narratives than 
Conje&ures. And indeed 'tis but 

rea- 
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quibmpaLm reddatur , Ann<.n «t * 
liqu* ex part knits Mis he terete* 
nek y qum cum Me r curio in dura* 
bilemfluxum Mercurnlem reduci 
p4fe deprebendi, it a alter are turn 
fotfint j ut ad mcalefcendum cum 
Muro ipfttm drjponant. At nm 
erat hoc fats ad eltciendum a m$ 
afTenfunu utenimad Mercuries 
incalefcentes admit tendum addu- 
cerer, fttjpcere nm debebai, peffi- 
biles eos effe, vel etiam probacies, 
fed reverd tales dari mwtfeftk 
probatione erat evincendum y ht 
hoc if [urn quoque, favente Deo, 
Experiment a me a, A nno 1 6 5 2 , 
Writer, cemprcbarum. 

Poft aliquot ah eo tempore an- 
nos , quo *JMej curium hujufmodi 
jam pojjidebam, in quibufdtm ex 
eorum , quos tmha Chymicx Phi* 
lofophos nuncupate Worts obfeura 
quadam loca invenickam . undo 
tunc eorum de ipfo, vri alto &liqm 
perquam ei [tmihxegnkimcrn cm- 
jetfabam ; at que in tpjemm uno 
refer iebam (non tamen rem tot am 
in uno flam eodemque loco ) de* 
fcriptionem ejm Allegoric t„m , cu~ 
jm pars maxima adeu dt/ficiUs 
inteileUumihinon erat : At cam 
nihil ibi not at urn viderem de iila 
Mercurii hujm proprietate y qua 
calorem cum Amo acquit it, mjkj- 
picknem incidi f eos vel cwnitivne 
illimfmjfe deftitutos , vel earn jh 
lentto premendam cenfuip. At 
Tufine dubiofaCtipotius Narrati- 
0nes } quam Conjeffums a -me ex- 

& eft as* 
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reafonablCjthatjhaving but men- 
tioned to you a Phenomenon 
whofe Credibility is by many 
denied, I Ihould take notice of 
fome Circumftances fin ro bring 
credit to it. And \ fihali the lefs 
grudge the pains of fetting down 
feveral particular Phenomena , 
becaufe I prefume you have not 
met with them, and becaufe alfo 
it may gratifie fome of your 
Chymicai friends, who may have 
or discover fome noble Mercury, 
by helping them to examine it, 
and to try whether it refembJe 
ours. 

8. That I might not then beim- 
pofed on by others , I feveral 
times made trial of our Mercu- 
ry, when I was all alone. For 
when no Body was by me , nor 
probably dreamt of what I was 
doing, 1 took to one part of the 
Mercury , fometimes half the 
weight and fometimes an equal 
weight of refin'd Gold reduced 
to a Calx or fubtlePowder.This 
I put into the palm of my left 
hand, and putting the Mercury 
upon it, ftirr'd it and prefs'd ic 
a little with the finger of my 
right hand , by which the two 
Ingredients were eafily min- 
gled, and grew not only fenfibly 
but considerably hot,and chat Co 
nimbly, that the Incalefcencc 
did fometimes come lo its height 
in about a minute of an hour by 

a 



2) 

fpe&as. Et fane aquum omnim 
fuerit, ut, cum mentionem dun- 
taxat fecerim phanomeni 5 cmm 
a mult is negatur credibility*, cir~ 
cumjlantias nonnullas annotem, 
qu& fiiemei centilitre valeant. 
jitquejeo minus labor 'em detre- 
ciabo particu/aria aliquot ph&no- 
men a bic tradendi ,- turn quid ea 
Tibi non occurrijfe autumem, turn 
quod ea grata fore put em quibuf 
dam amicis tuis Chymicis, n chile m 
quendam vel jam poffide^'^m 
velparaturis ^Mercurium,ut fiil. 
hoc qualicunque fcripto nojlro ad 
eum examinandum, £?, an refer at 
nojlrum, experiundum^juventur. 
Itaque , ne mibi imponerent 
alii, pluries Mer curium nojlrum, 
quando folus eram , explorabam. 
Etenim quando nemo mi hi aderat, 
neque quifquam per [omnium quid 
agerem conjiceret jfumebam unam 
partem illim Mercurii,, ad j4uri i 
in calcem \<vel pollinem redaUi , 
p on dm quandoque dimidium, quan- 
do que <e quale. Hoc polline vole 
manu* finijine immijfo, & Mer- 
curio fuperinfnfo , utrumque fimul 
agitabam, premebamque nonnihil 
digit o manus dextr<e ; qua ratione 
duo hac Ingredient id facile com- 
mixta, non modi ad fenjum fed 
infigniter incalefcebant , idque 
aded prop ere, ut incalejcentia i Ti- 
ter dum unius hor^e circiter minu- 
to, indicant e idipfum horologio mi: 
nutti inftruBo, ad &*i*t<* perve- 
xiret. Succedebat hoc hxperi- 

mentum. 
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a Minute-QIock. I found the mminm % five^alamfumerem 



Experiment fucceed, whether I 
took altogether, or but half as 
much Gold as Mercury s but the 
effeft feemed to be much greater 
when they were em ployed in e<* 
quai weight. And to obviate a 
fufpicion, which,though impro- 
bable! might poffibly arife, as if 
the immediate contaft of the In- 
gredients and the skin producd 
a fenfe of heat, which was not 
d£! , '$- the aftion of the Metals 
upon one another; I had the 
Curiofity to keep the mixture 
in a paper, and found not its in- 
terpofuion to hinder me from 
feeling the Incalefcence, though 



Jive dimidiam Auri quant it a* 
tern j effe&m tamen multo vide* 
batur infignior, quando tquali pon- 
der e adhibebantur. At que > ut 
f&jpicioM, qu£, licet mprdabilis, 
fubnafci tamen pojfet.occurrerem, 
immediatum fiil. Ingredientium 
& Cutis eontaffumfroducerepofle 
fenfum Caloru , qui nondebeatur 
Metalkrum in fe invicemaUio* 
ni , curiofitate ducebar mixtu* 
ram ham fa chart* fervandi ; quo 
faBo % interpofttionem ejus nequa* 
quam impcdire imalejcentU fen- 
fum comperiebam, qumquam^ ex 
natura ret, intenfiorem illiwgra- 
dnmremitteret. 



it much abated the degree of my fenfe of it. 
9.I tried alfo the fame Mercury Forri Mer curium eundem cum 
withrefS'd Silver reduced to a 
very fine powder ; but I could 
not perceive any heat or warmth 
at all ; though Lam apt to think, 
that if I had had a fufficient 
quantity of leaf-filver to have 
made, the experiment with 5 I 
fhould alter Come time have pro- 
duced an Incalefcence^ though 
much inferiour to what the fame 
quantity of Mercury would pro- 
duce with C70W ; but this only 
upon the by. I flbaU now add, 
that to the end I might not be 
thought to impoie upon -myfelf, 
I did not only make trial in my 
own hand, when *t^as in diffe- 
rent tempers as to heat and cold 5 
but I did it in the hands of o. 
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refurgato Argento^ad fubtilem val- 
ine fuherem reda0o , exp'oravi ; 
at nullum omniho calorcm percipe- 
re potui ; quanquam eb fersr ut 
extffimem ftfuffioiens Argent t fi- 
lial i quant it as ,ad per agendum Ex- 
perimentum; mihifuppetii^et, me 
poft aliquod Umpris jpatium ima- 
lefcentiam fufcitaturum fuiffe^ 
quamvu multo inferior em eo f 
quern eadem Mercurii quantity 
cum Juro producers : At hoc non~ 
nifiintranfiu. Adjiciam* nunc^ 
me r m mtbjmet impofuiffe cenfe- 
ser, mn tantum rem ham exph- 
rajfe in manu tnea, quando varie 
erat pro caloris (3 frigoris rat tone 
temferatt, fe4 & f w mrnibm ali- 
orum, quos mn far urn <attonitos 
Y y y hakbat f 
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tbcrs, who were not a little fur- habebat , juvabatqtte eventus. 



prised and pleafed at the event 
And this J did more than once or 
twice j by which means I had, 
and ft ill have, divers WitnefTes 



jitque hoc ipfum plurits quum 
feme I bifve feci ; unde mihi 
tefies fuppetunt Experimenti 
veritatis affertores , probata 



of the truth of the Experiment, jtdei viri , quorum ' urns erat 
whereof fome are noted Perfons, Eruditus Socieratis Regis 



and efpecially him to whom I laft 
fhewed it, which you will eafily 
believe when 1 tell you 'tis the 
Learned Secretary of the Royal 
Society ; to whom having given 
the Ingredients, 1 defir'd him to 
make the Experiment in and 
with his own hands, in which it 
_ . t proved fuccefsful 

+ Since this ♦.*.•/- * 

vu> vriutn, w"i»n fomewhat 
the mbu and l'efs than a minute of 
Wi"% Tr £ an hour* 

jtdtnt of the 

Royal Society, tht Lerd fife cunt Br our\c' 

kcr, made the fame Exptrimtnt vtitb fome 

of the fame Mercury , in hk own har.dwiih 

goedfoccefu 

jo And that which makes this 
Incalefcence the more confide- 
rable is, that being willing to 
husband my Mercury , a great 
part of which had been , as I 
ghefs*d, ftolen from me before I 
employed it, I made thefe trials 
but -with a drachm at a time, 
which fcarce amonnts in quanti- 
ty to the bignefs of half a mid- 
dle (iz'd Bean; whereas, if I 
could have made the Experiment 
with a fpoonful or two of 
Quickfilver, and a due propor- 
tion of Gold, ? Hs probabJe the 
heat would have been intenfe e- 
©ougb , not only to burn ones 

hand> 



Secret <tri us, quern, exhibit is ei 
Ingredient ibus , rogabam , ut 
fuis met manibus Experiment 
turn caper etx in quit? us & op- 
tat urn fuccejfum minori' quam 
unins minutt fpatio fortieba* 
turf. 

+ Ex quo Tempore hoc liter is fuit 
confignarum, Iliuftriffimus& Judj« 
ciollffnnus Regit Secietath ?ixft$ 9 
Dom. Vicecomes BroUKcker , idcrrv 
Experimenrum fual cum cjufdem 
Mercuuiiportione, manu cumfiic- 
ceflfu pcregit. 



jitque , quod Incatcfcentiam 
ham infigniorem reddh, ejl, quod y 
cum pane mi iMer curio meo cu~ 
perem, quippe cujus magna pars 
(uteonpeio ) furrepta mihi fue- 
rat , priufquam eum adhiberem y 
experiment a fingula nonnifi cum 
nn& drachma peragebAm , qua 
vixfaba mediocris dimidU mag- 
nitudinem aquat , cum, Ji copia 
mihi fuiffet capiendi Experiment 
turn cum cochlear i uno alterbve 
^Mercuriiplenofupparique quan- 
tit Ate /uri, probabilejit, calorem 
inde oritur urn fuijfe fat is inten* 
fum> ut non modo ureret manum, 
fed for fan & in Phtala vitrta 

rimas 



(5 
band, but perthante to crack a 
glafe Vial ; fince 1 have fome- 
times had of this Mercury fo 
fubtil, that when I employed 
but a drachm at a time, the heat 
made me willing to put ic hafti- 
lyout of my hand. 

I i . Thefe things being matters 
offaft I fcruple not to deliver 
them ; buc I would much fcru- 
p!e to determine thence, whe- 
ther thofe that zxzMercurii Cor* 
forum, and were made, as Chy- 
mifts prefjme , by exrraflion 
only from Mera's and Minerals, 
will each of them grow hot 
with Gold, as,if I muchmiftake 
nos, I found Antimonial Mer- 
cury to do, And much lefs would 
I affirm, that every Meral! ne 
Mercury (though never fo dif- 
pofed to Incalefcence) or even 
that of Silver or Gold itfeif, is 
the fame with that which the 
Chryfopa?an Writers mean by 
their Philofofhick Mercury, or is 
near fo noble as t his.Nay ,1 would 
not fo much as affirm, that every 
Mercury, obtained by extra£H- 
on, even from the perfect Metals 
themfelves 5 mufl needs be more 
noble and fit (as Alchymifts 
(peak) for the Philofophick 
work,* han that which may with 
skill and pains be at length ob- 
tained from common Mercury 
skilfully freed from its recre- 
mentitious and heterogeneous 
parts, and richly impregnated 

with 
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rimatageret^ qutodoquidem in- 
ter dum h ujut generis Mer curium 
habui adeu fubtslem, ut, adbtbente 
tnefingulU viabiu nonnifi drach* 
mam unam, calor me adegerjif ut 
proper e e manibus mixturam de~ 
ponerem. 

Utecjumjint res fafli, tradere 
non dubito 5 at valde ambigtrem 
exindedeterminare t num quiap- 
pelUntur Mercurh Corporum , 
par ant ur que, ut j ait ant Chymici % 
fola cxtratfione ex Metallis & 
Foffilibw , eorum quilibet calo- 
rem acquirat cum Auro, qucmad- 
modum^ ni multum jailor, Mer- 
curium Antimonialem acquirere 
cornperi. Multbqe minus affir- 
marem, quemvU Mercurium Me- 
talticum (quantumcunque ad In- 
cale [cent iam di/pofitum^) quin & 
Mercurium Argenti Aurive ip- 
$u$ eundem ejfe cum eo , quern 
Scrtptores chryfopti per Mercu- 
rwnxijuum Philofophiciim intel* 
ligunt, velprtjlantia fud ad hunc 
accedere. Quin iml^ ne quldem 
ajfererem, quemlibet Mercurium, 
extratlione etiam ab ipfis perfettis 
metallis impetratum , nobiliorem 
ejfe oportere , & ( ut loquuntur 
Jlchymiftd) ad Philofophicarn o- 
peratiorem magis idoneum, qnam 
ilium, qui, periti& & indulirid 
comite, obt inert rand em pot eft a 
Mercuric vulgari, a part thus juts 
recrementitiU beterogeneifq pur- 
gato , fubtilibufque & ejficacibus 
metallorum Miner aliumve con* 

Y y V 2 gYUQ' 
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with the fubtie a ftrf t&foe one s grmrum f&tibus abet rime fxto : 



of congruous Metals oir Mitte- 
ral#. Thefeand the like points 
I (Koul'd,3S I was faying, much 
fcruple at offering to determine 
in this place, where what J de- 
fign'd to deliver was Hiftorical, 
though I have not thought it 
impertinent to glance at the 
points lately mention*d,becaufe 
thofe glances may intimate 
things conducive to the better 
underftanding of what 1 have 
faid, and have to fay in this Paper. 

i 2. I doub? not but what 1 
have related and hinted has gi- 
ven you a Curiofity to know 
fomewhat further of this Mercu- 
ry : And I confefs, that if there 
beany truth in what fomer.f the 
moft approved Spagyrifls have 
deliver'd about a Solvent of 
Gold that feems of kin, and per- 
haps is not much Nobler than 
onethatlhadi it feews allow- 
able to expeft, that even ours 
fhould be of more than ordina- 
ry ufe, both in Ebyfick and Ah 
chjmy. But the misfortune I had 
to have loft a confiderable quan- 
tity of ir, being afterward in* 
creafed by the almoft fudden 
death of the only Operator I 
trufted in the making of it; I 
was altogether difcouraged 
from repeating fuch atrouble- 
fom Preparation, efpecially be* 
ing diverted by Eufinefs 5 Re- 
moves, Sicknefs^ and more plea- 

fing 



H#c b infyuam, #• fimttfa hbt kco 
affirmare Admodum vtrerer ; chm 
hie mnntft ea trader einjlituerim 
qu& ad ret Htfloriam factum ; 
quanquam prater rem non exifli- 
mavertm, jamjam indigitatos rei 
hujffl apices iunuere , quod ftri- 
Burs ijl£ ea poffmt Leffori in- 
gerere^ qu<ead meliorem turn di- 
Uorum turn dicendorum intelli- 
gentiam conducere que ant. 



Non dubito , quin hatlemts a 
me enarrata indigitataque Curio- 
fit at em in Te pepererint , alt quid 
amplim de hoc Mercuric cogno- 
feendi : Et fatecr 3 ft quid vert 
fubefl ei , quod qui dam ex proba- 
tiffimis Spagyricis de quodam 
y.uri diffolvente , quod affine vi- 
detur nojlro , nee eo forte multo 
eft nobtlius , tradiderunt - ex- 
fpetfdrefa fuerit, fpfifflmum hoc 
nofirumin inftgnem cum in Me- 
dicina tumin Alchymia ufumce* 
derepojfe. Verum cum infortu- 
nium Mud) quo infignkri quanti- 
tate ejus fui privatum , fiipatum 
fuerit fubita morte Operators 
unici, cut in eo parando penitus 
Jidebam, mentem plane alienam 
ab iteranda tarn molefla prxpara- 
tione fenji ••> maxime cumoccupa- 
t tones, mtgr at tones, adverfa va- 
letudo Jludiaque gratiora alior- 
fum metraherent \ Et licet Ex- 
periment* qu&dam non (pernen- 

d&^ 
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{fog Studies And rhoogbl have da , am sZMerturiir \n0jlro per" 



mtiotfpt feme not defpicable 
Trials that I tnade with our 
Mercury, yet fince they are not 
ncceffary to the Queftion thac 
occafioned this Paper, I fhall 
pafs them over in filence , and 
only obferve fome few things 
I hod a I mo ft forgot to tell you ; 
namely firft , that whereas 'tis 
ufual to take four, 5 or 6,nay 8 or 
1 o parts of common Qutckfi! ver 
to make an Amalgame with one 
of Gold , even when both are 
heated by the fire • I found our 
Mercury fo congruous to that 
mera Y , t j) at \ t wo u!d prefently 
imbody with no lefs than an 
equal weight of ir, and produce 
a pretty hard Amalgame or 
mixture, in which the Mercury 
was fodiffufed, that the Gold 
hadquice loft its colour. Se- 
condly, I ihajl add what for 
ought 1 know has not been yet 



atfa, memorii mea, non excide- 
tint ; cum tamen ad ^uaftionem 
illam , qu* Jcriptum hoc peperit, 
non fwt neceff aria, Jilentio ea in- 
veham,paucula duntaxat annota* 
tutus % qua comtnemorare prope- 
modumfuiftem oblitm. gtuotum 
pnmurn eft , qiwd, cum file nne 
Jit, capere Me rem it vulgaris par- 
tes quatuor^ vel 6,?mv 8 t/el ro f 
ad Amalgam* faciendum cum una 
parte Auri , etiam turn quando 
utrumque incaluit igne • JEgo 
adeo congruum dtp) ehenderim 
cum metallo ilio Mercurium no- 
Jirum, ut non minus qu&m £quale 
iltim pondm intime Jiatim per- 
vaderetjfdtifque durum Amalga* 
ma Cramkve produceret % in quo 
adeo dtffufus erat Mcrcuritu , ut 
Aurum colorem fuum penitus a- 
mitteret. Secundum*/?, (quod 
haffenus obfervatum fuijfe hand 
putem,) vim fcil. hance , Aurum 



obferved, thac this power of penetrandi cumque eo incalefcen- 
penetrating Gold and growing di.mordichs adeu inh&refe Met- 



hot with it , is ^o inherent , not 
to fay radicated, in our Mercu- 
ry, that after it had been diftil- 
led from Gold again and again, 
I found it to retain that proper- 
ty. Andlaftly, whereas it may 
be fufpefled that this faculty 
may -be quickly .loft, (as that of 
the prepared Bononian Stone to 
receive Light, has been com- 
plain'd of as not durable ) I 
found by trial that a fing ! e 

drachm 



curio noftro^ we dicam it a in eo ra- 
dicatam ejfe, ut poftquam iterum 
at que iterum ab jiuro ejfet diftl- 
htm, proprietatu illius tenacem 
eum depr ehenderim. £f denique, 
cum fufpicio incejfere Lefforem 
poffit , facultatem banc citu de~ 
perdi, (ut de prtparato ad hauri- 
endam lucem Lapide Eonont- 
enfi queruntur jiuthores^ ) expe* 
riundo didici ; unicam drath* 
mam Mercurii } certo medoparsti, 



pofi. 

s J 
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drachm of Mercury, made after pfi tertium quart umve i quo fe 



a certain manner, did the third 
or fourth year after I had laid 
it by grow fo hot with Gold, 
that I feared 'twould have burnt 
my hand, 

thm far the jfuthor to his 
Friend: But when he fent me the 
Paper, he accompanied it with 
the following lines; 

13. I have little at prefent to 
fay to you about the Papers 
which this (heet accompanies, 
fave that one of the chief Rea* 
fons that makes me backward 
to have the foregoing Obferva- 
tions communicated to the Cu- 
rious , is, that I fear, we may 
thereby procure divers Que- 
ries and perhaps Requefts, (re* 
lating to this Mercury) which 
I would by all means avoid, for 
divers Reafons,and particularly 
for this , that a great weaknefs 
of that part difables me to write 
with my own hand, and I know, 
you will not think it fit, I fliould 
about fuch a fubjeft employ 
that of an jimanuenfis. And 
therefore I cannot confenr, 
this Paper flhould go out of 
your hands, unlefsyou can think 
on fome likely courfe to fecure 
me from trouble, and from the 
unwelcom neceftky of difobli- 
ging fome, whilft I endeavour 
to gratiiie others. If this pre- 
caution be vf^d , I may fafely 
learn by means of your diffused 

Ac- 



pofueram annum adeo cum Attn 
incaluijie, ut ne adureret manum 
meam timer em. 



Hadenus Author nofter ad 
Amicutn fuum : Sed cum mihi 
Chart as ilias mitteret, voluit eas 
fequenti mantijfa locupletafe ; 

Non diu te morabor differ endo 
de char tis hie jun&is; Die am 
folummeduy unam ex pr*cipuis 
rattombas, qua in vulgar? dis pr<e- 
greffis Obfervationib&s cunMa* 
bundum me faciunt, banc effe^ 
quodvereor>no$ hoc ipfo variu cir~ 
ca Mer curium hum guajlunibus 
& forte SoUtcttatiombm anfam 
datuyos , qua* omni fiudio pr # ca- 
ver e velim , cum ob altos , turn 
ham ob caufam, quod magna ma- 
mum me arum debilitas me im- 
pedit, quo minus meamet mantt 
id conjignare Uteris valeam, quod 
confertbi Amanuenfis opera con- 
fultum hand judicaveris, fro* 
indeque concedere baud paffum^ 
fcriptum hoc e manibus tuts di * 
mitti J niji rationem fuggeras pro* 
b abi/em, qua fecurum me prtfies 
4 molefiia, at que ab ingrata ne~ 
ceffitate repulfam dandi non* 
nullis , dum aliis obfecundare 
ftudeo. Hae cauteld ft utaru f 
potero amplifftms tua confuetu- 
dims benefiao citra molefiiam 
edoceri, quid it, qui tantd peritia, 
tantoque judzcio valent , ut in 

he 
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AcKpamawee , *fcat thofe that 
gre skilful and Judicious enough 
to^tefetve to be much confide- 
fed in fuch an affair, will think 
of our Mercury , and whether, 
in cafe they have an efteem of it 
approaching to that of divers 
tmmmtfhymiftj (fome of which 
importune me to impart it ;) 
they judge the good , that the 
preparations of it (fuch as 
precipitats and turbiths of di- 
vers kinds , Mercurim dulcU , 
Cinaber wade of the fulphur 
of Antimony, and with God, 
&c0 may do in Phyfick, is like- 
ly much to exceed the political 
inconveniences that may enfue, 
if it fliould prove to be of the 
beft kind, and fall into ill hands* 
The knowledge of the opinions 
of the wife and skilful about 
this cafe, will be requifite to 
affift me to cake right meafures 
in an affair of this nature. And 
till I receive this information, 
I am obliged to filence. 
14. Only in the mean while,I fhall 
for the fake of thelnquirers inco 
Mercurial arc am make bold to 
add a Secret, which,! think, will 
to divers JPhiUlethifts and other 
ftudents of the Chy mica 1 Phi- 
lofopers books ieem a Paradox, 
if not an untruth 5 namely,That 
a Mercury , qualified to heat 
with Gold , and perhaps with 
other Powders, may be made by 
more waics than one or two; 

ex» 



hoc negetio magns fieri mere- 
Mtur % de Menurh nofiro fen- 
iiant j adhdc utrum, ft £J}ima- 
timem de eo foveant Hit [up- 
parem, quam pacellentium Chy* 
micorum compares ( quorum 
mnnulli me urgent ad eum com- 
municandum ) pre fe ferunt , 
vcrifimile cenfeant , uiilitatcm, 
quam Prtparationes ipftm {cujuf- 
modi funt Prsecipitata & Tur- 
bithi diver foium generum , 
Mercurius dulcis.Cinnabaris ex 
antimonio & auro cum parata + 
&c. ) afferrcp(fint ret Medic<e f 
longe fuperaturam ejfe incom* 
modailla politic a, qua nafcitura 
forent , ft forti de prtftantiffi- 
ma ejfet indole , at que in male- 
fenatas manus incideret. Sa- 
pient urn & feritorum hoc in 
xafu Of hi ones cognofcere , ne- 
ceffartum mihifuoit^ ut redo 
tramite in ipujmodi negoth 
incedere mihi detur, Jtque* 
donee edolim id fuero % fitzntii 
facra colere teneor. 

Interim in eorum gratiam^ qui 
Arcana Mercurialia j£r*ta*f»r , 
fubjungere aufim ficntum ali- 
quod y quod PhPalethis comply 
ribus ,, alii [que , qui Chy micorum 
Philofofhorum librti me^itandis 
incumbunt, Paradoxum , quin 
& falfum forth videbitur : 
<tMercurium fell ad incalefcen- 
dtim cum Juro alii\ve fulvew- 
bm idowum^ modu uno binov-e 
fluribm par art poffe ; cum- par 



expe* 



(whatever Authorities or The- 
ories may be urged to the con- 
trary) that fuch a Mercury may 
be ( I fay not,eafily or fpeed i \y , 
but fuccefsfully^ prepard, not 
only bv employing Antimony 
and fohd Metals as Mars, but 
without any fuch Metal at aiJ, 
or fo much as jintimony it 
felf. 

15, Here 1 purpofed to con- 
clude: Butbecaufe I am,asyou 
know, very averfe (which I de- 
clare my felf to be on this oc- 
casion alfo) from making any 
promifeto thepublick,! think 
fit in this place to give you an 
Advertifenfem , and obviate a 
Scruple. I fliall therefore ad- 
monifh thofe Inquifitive Spagy- 
rijls,that may be defirous to try, 
whether their purified Mercury 
be Incalefcent, that they be not 
toohafty to conclude it is not 
fo ; nor to rejeft it , unlefs they 
have made the trial with Go!d 
duly prepared* For I have 
found, that my Mercury did not 
grow hot with the fmalleft fi- 
lings of Gold I could make 
(though indeed within a few 
hours after it did , without the 
help of fire, imbody with it in- 
to a hard amalgam*, ) which ar- 
gued that thecorpufclts of the 
Metal were not yet fmall e- 
nough to be fuddenly penetra- 
ted by the Quickfilver : Nor 

will 
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(epic quid in awtrarim obtep^ 
dam Author it ata & The or id) 
talem Mercurium fojfe^ (mm 
dicam facile proper eve $ fed cum 
fucceffu ) farari , non medo 
Ammonium folidique Met alia, 
put a Martem , &c. adhibendo f 
Jed citra ullius cmnino Met alii , 
quin vel ipftue Antimonii, 
ufum. 

Hicftatueram finem huic ftr* 
moni imponerei At cum aget ri- 
me, ut nofii , turn alias, turn hac 
imprimu occafione, promiffi fidem 
publico objlringam, vijum efi mi* 
hi hoc loco Monitum alt quod fug- 
gerere , & S&upulo cm dam cb- 
viam ire. Frtm quod Mttinet, 
Curiofos illos Spagyricos, quos 
forte tent an di cupid* incefferit^ 
fitne purgatu* ipforum CMbrius 
rim incalefcendi qualitate tnflru* 
It us, monebo, ne nimis j eft man* 
ter concludant ipfum ed pro:, 
ditum non effe , neve eum reji- 
ciant, nifi txperimentum fece- 
rim cum Juro rite fraparaso. 
Comperi quippe, Mercurium me- 
urn non incalefcere cum ramentis 
Auri, omnium qua* con fie ere pot e» 
ram minimis, (quanquamreverd 
intra paucas exime horas, fine 
ignis adminiculo, cum ipfo in du- 
rum amalgama confitretur ;) quod 
Argument erat , Met alii illim 
corfufcula necdum exigua fatis 
faiffe, ut propere a Mercurio pe» 
netrarentur : Neque quavis Juri 

calx 
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will every calx of Gold ferve 
our turn,, as I have found by em- 
ploying, without fuccefs, a very 
fine and fpongy calx made after 
afi uncommon way , the golden 
particles having, as it feem > d > 
fome extremely fine though un« 
obferved duft of the Addita* 
ment flicking to them , which 
hindered the adhaefion of the 
Mercurial ones. Now, the calx 
of C;old that I moft a fed , as 
finding it ftill to do 
II Tku u, by wc ]j ^ was ^x made 

gltht? one by Quart at ion \\ (as 
pan offint A'chymifis call it. ) 

Gatd) and% 

or 4 parts of cupptlVd Silver , and then put- 
ting the map, wherein the Metta/s are mixt y 
almofl per minima , into purified Aqua- 
fortis, which diffusing the Silver only t 
leavts the Gold in the form of a fine. 
calx. 

But becaufe 'tis not fo eafie , as 
even Chymifts that have not 
cried imagine, to make good 
cakes of Gold , and that in the 
way newly mentioned there 
needs fufion of the Gold and of 
Silver (for which many Chy. 
mitts want conveniences;) and 
they are ofien impofed en by 
common Refiners, who here ufu- 
ally fell in wires fuch Silver for 
fine (which indeed it is compa- 
ratively,) as I have found not to 
be without mixture; I fliali 
■rid. : Kat by making an amalga- 
-.v. "on way with pure 
-:o . : rar Mercury ? and 
'■"* - Vr '■ v >'cury in good 

Aqua* 
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calx rem nojlram conficiet • ut 

cornperi , dum perquum fubti- 
lem fpmghfamque caicem , modo 
non vutgari pwatam , citra fuc* 
cefjum adhibui , in qua, ut vi- 
detur, apprime tenuk fenfumque 
fugiens jidditamentt pulvu ad- 
hare bat particulu mreti 7 & 
Mercurialium adhd^fionem pr<zpe- 
diebat. Jam vera Calx auri.qud 
plerumque utebar , fucceffu eju* 
inducim , ilia erat qus Quarta- 
t ion is + (utvocant) 
beneficio paratur, + Hoceft,per 

flar.dour.am partem Auri pirn, & 
tres quati or ve partes Argenti cu- 
pelJati, uc vocanr, & tunc im- 
mitrendo mafTam, in qua Metalle 
mifcenrur quafi per minima , in 
purgatarn j4piamfortem i quaj folum 
Argcntum diifolvens, Aurum In 
forma Calcis relinquic. 

At quia non adeo facile efi , ut 
ipfi Chy mid , qui manum o* 
peri non admoveruxt , Jibi ima- 
ginantur, bona not£ cakes Auri 
par are % cumquein methods urn* 
]am memorata requtratur fuffo 
J^uri & Argenti {cujm per a- 
gendg commoditate non pmci 
Chymici de/lituuntur,) cumetiam 
crebro a vulgaribu* Metallorum 
Purgatoribus fallantur , qui hie 
pafjim^ Jilorum forma, , ejufmcdi 
Argentum pro pure venditant 
(quale, comparaie loquendo , re* 
vera, ejl^ ) quod non effe mix- 
ture expers deprehendi > ad- 
jiciam, ^^od } dum communi more 
amalgam a confioitur cum Jure 
o z z puro 
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Jqua-fortis> there will remain a 
powder, which, being well 
waffct with fair water to dulci- 
fie it, and kept a while in a 
moderate fire to dry it through- 
\y without melting it > will be- 
come a calx y which I have more 
than once ufed with our Mer- 
cury with good fuccefs. Tis 
true, both in this way and in 
that ( by ^uartation. ) Aqua- 
JortU, which is a corrofm ?!i- 
quor, is employed to bring the 
Gold to powder, and therefore 
in a diffident mind fome fufpi- 
cion may arife, that the Inca- 
Jefcence may proceed only from 
theadtionof the acid particles 
of the menfruum , which yet 
adhering to the corpufcies of 
the Gold works upon the 
Qnickfilver , as Aquafortis is 
known to do: E'u: , to omit 
thofe anfvers that cannot be 
given in few words,after I have 
raken notice, tha% if the effect 
depends no: en o,:r Mercury (as 
prepared) Itr only on the calx, 
it3ppcars not, why this fhould 
not grow hot with common 
Mercury as well as with curs 5 
I fha!I need to add , for the re- 
moval of this fubtil fcrupie, no 
more, than this plain Experi- 
ment, (which I twice or thrice 
made,) namely, that taking, in- 
Head of a-CWjcofGdd, a com- 
petent number of. Leaves of 
Gold, ftich as Book-binders and 

the 
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furo & Met curio vulgar $ , Mer- 
curiufque dijfohitur bonk Aqua 
forti, r eman farm fit fulvu^ qui 
cum aqua pur a 7 ad conciliandam 
ei, quatn vacant , duicedinem p 
probe clotm , c^ diquandiu in 
temper ato igne , ad cum penitm 
extceandum citra fuftonem , af 
fervatm, talem Calcem prabebit, 
qui pluries cum Me r curio nofjkro 
ft lie iter ufm fui. Fate or equi- 
dem y turn in hac methodo , turn 
in ilia qu<e injlituitur per Quarta* 
tionero, adhiberi Aquam fortem 5 
liquor em fciL corrofivum > ad An* 
rum in pulverem redigendum , 
unde [out ant i genio fubcriri 
fufpicio poterit^ Incalefcentiamil- 
lam foli aciioni acidarum parti- 
cular urn .Menftrui accept am ft* 
rendam effe , quod htrens eti- 
amnum jiuri corpufculis^ in Mer- 
curium operetur 9 folenni Aquae 
fortis more. Veriim, ( ut eat re- 
ffonftones file am > qua paucis ttadi 
non pejfunt,*) pojlquam notavi^ 
quvd, ft Effe clut hie non dependet 
u Mer curio noft'ro (rite prgpara- 
to,') fed ' u fola Calce , non pat eat, 
quire h&c non incalefcat *qnc cum 
Merwio vulgari ae noftro; 0- 
ptu baud fuerit , aliud quicquam 
ad jcrupulum hum eximendum^ 
quam obvium hoc Experimentum^ 
quod fequitur , quodqm bis terve 
a me peraclum fuit , adjicere : 
Sumpfi inqmm, Calcis Ami loco % 
fufficientem numernm Foliorum 
auri, qudibm uiuntur Bibliopegi 
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the Apothecary's ufe, this Gold, e^ Aurifabn^ hoc Aurum , mod 
that was without the help of citra folium cpem tundendo* re- 
Saks reducd by beating to a daUum em ad nnuitatem fuffi- 
fufficient thinners C infomuch cientem{adeo m ultra feptuagint* 
that feventy odd Leaves did not folia vix unim fcru$uli pondm s~ 
wcighafcrup!e,)-I found(more parent,*) hot, inpam > Aurum 
than once) upon putting two comperi (una vice pkrks } ) ckm 
or three times the weight of binum trimmve SUrcurii noflri 
our Mercury to them^t hat a fmart pondm ipji eommsfcerem , infig- 
heat wasprefently produced in nem in manu mea calofem mix 
in) hand. peperip, 

Some Qbfervations, fent by m Anonymous to the Fub!ifher J onfeve- 
ral Faff ages in the two laji Months Tranfacfions, relating to feme, 
till now un-obferved, Qualities of the Air; to the Mixing and 
fermenting of Liquors in vacuo ; to the Hiflory of Birds : 
the Anatomy of the trunks of Vegetables j Barofcopes } &e. 

Honoured Sir> 
J YAving long underflood the freedom of addrefs, you have 
I - 1 allowed to any candid and unprejudie'dperfons, whofe ge- 
nera! good wi flies to the Commonwealth of Learning make 'em 
ambitious to impart fomething , whereby they may promote the 
Empire of Man above other Creatures ; I flatter'd my felf ? it 
would be no unpardonable preemption f to communicate feme of 
my thoughts unto you , on fuch a fubjeft , as that the ufefulnefs of 
the matter may keep me from feeming altogether impeninen: » and 
the fmalnefs of my performance, argue the greatnefs cf my dtfirts 
toferveyoo. This 1 refolved to do by way of Aniroadverfions 
on the two Jaft Phikfophhd TranfaShns \ and though I per- 
formed nothing more, I hop'd at lead , my Obfervationsmay do 
them the kindntf* , as Oiades intermix^ wi* h light, to render them 
imreconfpxuous. In hopes of this, [ fiiall draw up my thoughrs 
imda this genera! Title cf Some Phikfcfhical Observations on jome 
fajfages in the two laji pJMmtbsTra® factions, viz. for Decemb. asd 
January* 

I highly app ! aud the bold defign todifcover feme, till now un- 
obferved, Qualities in the Air; and, though the difficulty of the 
Subjeft, and modefty ol the Honourable Perfon, fiefs expefted in 
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